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breathing new life into a
dated school environment
Bromsgrove School, near
Birmingham, is one of the
UK’s leading private schools,
with a history dating back to
the 16th century. The Good
Schools Guide, proclaims the
school as one that “inhabits
the academic stratosphere”.

Working in partnership with
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Some five years ago, Taylor Maxwell was
contacted by the architects at Robothams, who
had been commissioned to breathe new life into
the beautiful, but, dated school environment.
A new science block was required, to replace the
old facilities which the school said had become
“tired and cramped; unworthy of a front rank
institution”.
A new sports hall and pavilion, boarding house
and hospitality venue were to follow, with each
building demanding the highest standards
and designed to fit in seamlessly with the
existing architecture. The school added: “At
Bromsgrove,aesthetics have been treated as
seriously as academics.”
TM supplied a range of materials for the projects
that have developed over the last five years,
from Argeton Terracotta Rainscreen, natural
stone, Vobster cast stone, Forticrete architectural
masonry and natural roof slates.
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The architects produced an innovative but
sympathetic design using similar palettes of
materials to the older campus buildings.
TM was approached thanks to its long-standing
relationship with Robothams, and asked for a
unique brick blend in order to match the school’s
demanding requirements.
Natural, oolitic limestone was sourced from a
local quarry, while a three-colour mix of bricks
was identified.
Meanwhile, Argeton cladding was used on the
main walls of the new sports hall, while the
natural slate roof tiles were used on the new
boarding house.
TM-sourced materials therefore make up a
significant amount of the overall development of
the school - even some internal brickwork inside
the hospitality venue has been provided by us.

taylormaxwell.co.uk

/provide
The school governors had been particularly harsh
in their description of their environment before work
started.
Hard on the heels of 18 new and refurbished science
laboratories in the Senior School, the remaining
projects are on course for completion.
“The architects came to us for our expertise,” says
TM’s Mark Lintin. “We have worked with Robothams for
the last 20 years now. They trust us to do the job well.
“The school is very particular about what was used and
they are very happy with what we have delivered.”
“TM have been able to provide a variety of products
that have gone a long way to improve the aesthetic
appearance of the school buildings.”

”we have worked with
Robothams for the last 20 years.
They trust us to do the job well”

“Speller Metcalfe has a long standing
relationship with Taylor Maxwell and
have worked together on many projects.
The unique aspect of Bromsgrove
School was the variety of different
products that Taylor Maxwell supplied to
this project. Much of the leg work was
done by Taylor Maxwell when dealing
with Robothams architects initially, in
terms of product selection, but supplying
the materials to site when needed was
carried out efficiently and effectively with
minimal fuss.”
Andy Bruton

praise indeed
Andrew Foster from Robothams Architects praised
the role TM has played in the projects.
“The practice have worked with Mark Lintin
for more than 20 years, and the projects at
Bromsgrove School have offered the perfect
opportunity to incorporate a number of Taylor
Maxwell products to soften the contemporary
designs with a range of traditional materials.
“The use of cast and natural stone, terracotta
rainscreen cladding and facing brickwork all work
to blend the projects with the context, which
includes buildings going back to the 15th century.
“Taylor Maxwell supported in the co-ordination
and setting out of a range of the facade
treatments including the complex curved stone
plinth for a sculpture installed earlier this year.
The project was completed in May 2012 and
opened to considerable praise both for the
architectural design and the quality of the building’s
construction.”
Andrew Foster
Robothams Architects
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feeling inspired? contact your nearest facades solutions provider
Taylor Maxwell Glasgow
Centurion Business Park, 3 Seaward Place, Kinning Park, Glasgow, G41 1HH
T: 0141 418 0300 F: 0141 418 0500 E: glasgow@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Barnet
Cosmo House, 53 Wood Street, Barnet, EN5 4BS
T: 0208 440 0551 F: 0208 440 0552 E: barnet@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Edinburgh
1a Clerk Street, Loanhead, EH20 9DP
T: 0131 448 2020 F: 0131 448 2720

Taylor Maxwell Witham
The Matchyns, Rivenhall End, Witham, CM8 3HA
T: 01376 515 055 F: 01376 515 066 E: witham@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

E: edinburgh@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell North East
Unit 16, Bankside, The Watermark, Gateshead, NE11 9SY
T: 0191 460 4736 F: 0191 461 1115 E: northeast@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Leatherhead
Ashcombe House, 5 The Crescent, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 8LQ
T: 01372 388 366 F: 0118 930 2888 E: leatherhead@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Leeds
Taylor Maxwell House, 10 Glebe Terrace, Leeds, LS16 5NA
T: 0113 204 3220
F: 0113 204 3225 E: leeds@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Winchester
Winchester House, Basingstoke Road, Kings Worthy, Winchester, SO23 7QF
T: 0118 930 6888 F: 0118 930 2888 E: winchester@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Manchester
Carlton House, 18 Albert Square, Manchester, M2 5PE
T: 0161 832 5213 F: 0161 832 0926 E: manchester@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Exeter
Taylor Maxwell House, Pynes Hill, Rydon Lane, Exeter, EX2 5AZ
T: 01392 413 613 F: 01392 422 696 E: exeter@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Nottingham
9 The Triangle, Enterprise Way, ng2 Business Park, Nottingham NG2 1AE
T: 0115 969 9351 F: 0115 986 1940 E: nottingham@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Vobster Cast Stone Co. Ltd.
Newbury Works, Coleford, Radstock, BA3 5RX
T: 01373 812 441 F: 01373 813 384 E: sales@caststonemasonry.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Birmingham
6080 Knights Court, Solihull Parkway, Birmingham Business Park, B37 7WY
T: 0121 329 1440 F: 0121 779 5593 E: birmingham@taylor.maxwell.co.uk
Taylor Maxwell Cardiff
13 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HA
T: 02920 374 545 F: 02920 238 542

E: cardiff@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell Bristol
Taylor Maxwell House, The Promenade, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 3NW
T: 0117 923 7083 F: 0117 973 8255 E: bristol@taylor.maxwell.co.uk
Taylor Maxwell Theale
The Hop Store, Unit 6, Brewery Court, Theale, RG7 5AJ
T: 0118 930 6888 F: 0118 930 2888 E: reading@taylor.maxwell.co.uk

Taylor Maxwell House
The Promenade
Clifton
Bristol BS8 3NW

T: 0117 973 7888

taylormaxwell.co.uk/facades

